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DIAGRAM
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D1– Site Selection
In this step, the vacant lot within the existing 
urban fabric is identified and selected as the 
project site.

D3– Skyline Adaptation & View Framing
The mass is adjusted based on the skyline 
and key urban view angles to enhance the pro-
ject’s visual quality.

D4– Vertical Façade Articulation
The façade is vertically articulated to intro-
duce rhythm and a distinct visual language.

D2– Base Massing
A simple cubic mass is placed on the plot, 
respecting site boundaries and neighboring 
building heights as the base volume.
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DIAGRAM
elevation forn
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D5– Horizontal Layering & Floor Division
The building floors are defined as distinct 
horizontal layers, establishing clear spatial 
organization.

D7– Formation of Dynamic Façade Elements
Portions of the façade are designed as movable 
elements, allowing for adaptability and active 
interaction with the environment.

D8– Final Form Development
The final form emerges through the integra-
tion of all design elements, achieving harmo-
ny with the urban context and internal func-

D6– Double-Height Terraces & Vertical 
ConnectionsSome floors feature double-height 
terraces to create open, fluid spaces. Ramps or 
stairs are added to enhance vertical circulation.
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PLAN DESIGN 
PLANS , FURNITURE
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Architectural Design Narrative & Façade Concept 
 
Overall Design Approach 
 
The design process for this project was initiated with the intent of creating a contemporary architectural experience that remains 
rooted in the region’s cultural and climatic context. Located in a dense urban fabric, the project’s site reflects a mix of vernacu-
lar architecture and urban transformation. As such, the façade concept is based on a balance between authenticity and modernity, 
expressed through a refined combination of native materials and contemporary forms, clean lines with articulated masses, and a 
thoughtful play of light and shadow on terraces and façade layers. 
 

Spatial Organization & Building Structure 
 
The building comprises six residential floors above a ground-level pilotis. Each residential floor contains two separate units de-
signed for optimal natural light, ventilation, and urban views. The ground floor accommodates parking, a luxurious entrance lobby, 
a multipurpose gathering hall, and access to a tiered courtyard. The basement level includes storage rooms, secondary parking, 
and a lower garden shaped by the site’s natural slope. Finally, the rooftop has been transformed into a full-featured roof garden 
with green spaces, shaded and open seating zones, enhancing communal life. 
 

Roof Garden & Green Space 
 
The roof garden acts as the project’s social and contemplative core. A portion of the rooftop penthouse is landscaped to provide 
an elevated viewpoint over the entire garden, creating a multi-level experience. A sculptural metal spiral staircase connects the 
main roof to this upper level, serving both functional and aesthetic roles, becoming a visual focal point in the rooftop design and 
building façade. 
 

Façade Concept & Material Strategy 
 
The façade is conceived to reflect coherence, identity, and dynamism. The terraces, as prominent volumetric features, are covered 
with thermo-wood ceiling panels, offering the warmth and appearance of natural wood with durability against climatic exposure. 
These ceilings function as architectural frames, accentuating the terraces while introducing material contrast to the rest of the 
façade. 
 
For the main surface treatment, two material alternatives are proposed: 
 
Traditional Iranian brick, with a natural earthy tone that evokes a sense of cultural rootedness and visual warmth. 
 
Cementitious render with neutral paint, lending a minimalist and contemporary appearance, emphasizing geometry and shadow articu-
lation. 
 
This material strategy is calibrated to support the design’s dynamic gestures such as double-height terraces, deep frame cuts, ver-
tical rhythms, and shading projections—while maintaining a unified visual identity across the entire building envelope. 
 

Special Façade Elements 
 
Among the project’s unique façade features are the vertical stripes that animate the primary elevation, blending opaque and trans-
parent surfaces to create rhythm and motion. Selected floors include double-height terraces, enhancing spatial depth, perspec-
tive, and daylight penetration. The spiral metal staircase—visible from both the rooftop and the street—adds a functional yet icon-
ic design gesture, becoming a symbolic element within the project’s architectural identity. 
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CHANGING THE FACADE

1 2&4 3&5
levellevellevel
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PLAN 3&5 FLOOR

LIVING ROOM

BALCONY

BALCONY

KITCHEN

TV ROOM

BED ROOM

lundry

WC

BATH

BED ROOM

The design process for this project was initiated 
with the intent of creating a contemporary architec-
tural experience that remains rooted in the region’s 
cultural and climatic context. Located in a dense 
urban fabric, the project’s site reflects a mix of ver-
nacular architecture and urban transformation. As 
such, the façade concept is based on a balance be-
tween authenticity and modernity, expressed through 
a refined combination of native materials and con-
temporary forms, clean lines with articulated mass-
es, and a thoughtful play of light and shadow on 
terraces and façade layers.

Overall Design Approach
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2&4 FLOOR 

PLAN 2&4 FLOOR10
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UNIT 01 UNIT 02

PLAN 1 FLOOR11
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GROUND FLOOR12
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Multi-Level Courtyard Design 
The courtyard of the project has been 
designed in two distinct levels, care-
fully shaped in response to the natu-
ral slope of the site. The upper level 
is directly connected to the ground 
floor and functions as an extension 
of the multipurpose hall, providing 
a semi-private outdoor space suitable 
for gatherings and community events. 
In contrast, the lower level is allo-
cated to Basement -1 and functions 
as an auxiliary open parking area. This 
split-level approach not only enhances 
the spatial quality and utility of the 
courtyard but also ensures an effi-
cient integration between landscape 
and program across the two levels of 
the building.

level -113
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ROOF GARDEN 

The roof garden acts as the pro-
ject’s social and contemplative 
core. A portion of the rooftop 
penthouse is landscaped to pro-
vide an elevated viewpoint over 
the entire garden, creating a mul-
ti-level experience. A sculptural 
metal spiral staircase connects 
the main roof to this upper lev-
el, serving both functional and 
aesthetic roles, becoming a visual 
focal point in the rooftop design 
and building façade. 
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The roof garden acts as the project’s 
social and contemplative core. A por-
tion of the rooftop penthouse is land-
scaped to provide an elevated viewpoint 
over the entire garden, creating a mul-
ti-level experience. A sculptural metal 
spiral staircase connects the main roof 
to this upper level, serving both func-
tional and aesthetic roles, becoming a 
visual focal point in the rooftop de-
sign and building façade. 

Roof Garden & Green Space

ROOF GARDEN 16
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RENDER

ELEVATION FACADE DESIGN 
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NORTH ELEVATION FACAD18

ARSA  RESIDENTIAL  2025



The façade is conceived to reflect coherence, identity, and 
dynamism. The terraces, as prominent volumetric features, 
are covered with thermo-wood ceiling panels, offering the 
warmth and appearance of natural wood with durability 
against climatic exposure. These ceilings function as archi-
tectural frames, accentuating the terraces while introduc-
ing material contrast to the rest of the façade. 
 
For the main surface treatment, two material alternatives 
are proposed: 
 
1-Traditional Iranian brick, with a natural earthy tone that 
evokes a sense of cultural rootedness and visual warmth. 
 
2-Cementitious render with neutral paint, lending a minimal-
ist and contemporary appearance, emphasizing geometry and 
shadow articulation. 
 
This material strategy is calibrated to support the design’s 
dynamic gestures such as double-height terraces, deep 
frame cuts, vertical rhythms, and shading projections—
while maintaining a unified visual identity across the entire 
building envelope. 

Façade Concept & Material Strategy

NORTH ELEVATION FACAD19
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NORTH ELEVATION FACAD

01 02 03 04

1. Modular Segmentation 
The initial step in the facade de-
sign involves dividing the eleva-
tion into six rectangular volumes. 
This modular segmentation estab-
lishes the structural framework 
of the facade, allowing for a 
clear spatial organization and a 
rational grid system that informs 
subsequent design decisions.

2. Strategic Subtractions 
In the second stage, selected 
portions of the boxes are carved 
out. These strategic subtrac-
tions introduce a sense of rhythm 
and void within the composition, 
enhancing daylight penetration 
and creating visual connections 
between the interior and the sur-
rounding environment.

3. Vertical Articulation 
Vertical lines are introduced 
across the facade surfaces to em-
phasize height and reinforce ver-
tical continuity. This gesture not 
only accentuates the architectur-
al language but also contributes 
to a more refined and elegant 
expression of the facade.

4. Depth & Spatial Play 
Finally, select volumes are shift-
ed forward and backward to 
create spatial depth and dynamic 
interplay between light and shad-
ow. This movement introduces a 
sculptural quality to the facade, 
enriching its visual complexity 
while maintaining an overall sense 
of coherence.
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NORTH ELEVATION FACAD

Among the project’s unique façade features are the ver-
tical stripes that animate the primary elevation, blending 
opaque and transparent surfaces to create rhythm and 
motion. Selected floors include double-height terraces, 
enhancing spatial depth, perspective, and daylight pen-
etration. The spiral metal staircase—visible from both 
the rooftop and the street—adds a functional yet iconic 
design gesture, becoming a symbolic element within the 
project’s architectural identity.

Special Façade Elements
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DIAGRAM FACAD

FACAD A01

FACAD A01

FACAD A02

FACAD A02

FACAD A03

UNITE 1

UNITE 2

UNITE 1

UNITE 2

UNITE 1

UNITE 2

UNITE 1

UNITE 2

UNITE 1

UNITE 2
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About District 5 of Tehran
 
District 5 of Tehran Municipality 
is one of the most desirable and 
fast-growing areas of the capi-
tal, located in the western part 
of the city. It is known for its 
excellent connectivity to major 
highways, a comprehensive range 
of urban facilities, pleasant 
climate, and well-balanced ur-
ban fabric. These qualities have 
turned District 5 into a stra-
tegic hub for modern architec-
tural developments, attracting 
both residents and real estate 
investors alike. 

NORTH ELEVATION FACAD26
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SECTION DESIGN 
SECTION A-A  B-B
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Multi-Level Courtyard Design 
The courtyard of the project has been designed in two dis-
tinct levels, carefully shaped in response to the natural 
slope of the site. The upper level is directly connected to 
the ground floor and functions as an extension of the multi-
purpose hall, providing a semi-private outdoor space suitable 
for gatherings and community events. In contrast, the lower 
level is allocated to Basement -1 and functions as an aux-
iliary open parking area. This split-level approach not only 
enhances the spatial quality and utility of the courtyard but 
also ensures an efficient integration between landscape and 
program across the two levels of the building.

29

ARSA  RESIDENTIAL  2025



 
The building comprises six 
residential floors above a 
ground-level pilotis. Each resi-
dential floor contains two sepa-
rate units designed for optimal 
natural light, ventilation, and 
urban views. The ground floor 
accommodates parking, a luxuri-
ous entrance lobby, a multipur-
pose gathering hall, and ac-
cess to a tiered courtyard. The 
basement level includes stor-
age rooms, secondary parking, 
and a lower garden shaped by 
the site’s natural slope. Final-
ly, the rooftop has been trans-
formed into a full-featured 
roof garden with green spaces, 
shaded and open seating zones, 
enhancing communal life.

Spatial 
Organization & Building Structure

SECTION 3D30
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interior design

key plan
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interior design

key plan
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THE END.
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